
Are Your Web Site Photos Legit?
Ask yourself these questions:

Q: Did I make the images myself?

Q: Are they stock photos that I licensed 
(whether with a fee or for free)?

Q: Did I find and download them from a 
web search? 

Q: Did I license the pictures from an 
independent photographer?

Q: Are they covered under a creative 
commons license or any other license 
that covers commercial usage?

No

No

Yes…
So far so good. Make sure you purchased 
or acquired the kind of license that covers 
how you are using the photos. Not all stock 
licenses are the same. Read the fine print. 
Better yet, read Why Custom Images are 
Better than Stock for Your Small 
Business.

Yes…
Be sure you understand the terms of your 
license and how it covers all the ways you 
may use the photos, including for 
advertising. Often, using photos for paid 
media advertising or for resale in any 
media require a separate license and 
additional fees. 

If your photographer didn’t outline how 
you can use the pictures in either a 
contract or license, get something in 
writing that says you can use the images in 
the way(s) you’re using them.

Yes…
Now, ask yourself this:

Yes!
Well done. You seem to have your bases 
covered!

“No” or “I don’t know”

Remember, even if you have a web 
designer or graphic artist find images 
for you, you can be held liable for any 
copyright infringement. Most web 
developers have a clause in their 
contracts where you acknowledge 
that any image or content you 
provide for your web site is 
legitimately yours to use.

No

Yes!
You’re probably good to go!*

A few, but important, things to keep in mind 
when you create your own commercial 
images:

• Make sure you have any identifiable 
people in your photos sign model 
releases.

• If you’re on someone else’s property 
(even sometimes in public places) be 
sure you have the proper releases or 
permits.

• Avoid including any clearly identifiable 
trademarked item.

• Do your research and get advice from a 
lawyer if you have any doubt about what 
you can use for your business.

*


