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Whether your web site is DIY or you work with a 
designer, make sure that your images are named 
with SEO in mind. File names should include a 
descriptive phrase – one that viewers might search 
for – with the words separated by hyphens. 
Additionally, utilizing the alt text capabilities give 
search engines and potential clients yet another  
opportunity to find your ecommerce products.

SEARCH-FRIENDLY FILE NAMES

Have at least one image on every page. Images, more 
than text, receive the most viewing time on a page, 

according to eye-tracking research. How long people 
stay on your page affects Google rankings. If visitors 
don’t immediately see something that catches their 

interest or gives them an idea of what kind of content 
is on the page, they move on. People stay on pages 
longer if there is a high-quality, relevant image that 

helps them understand the content.

INCREASE TIME SPENT ON PAGE

Another reason to have photos on every page is  
when your content is paired with a relevant image, it 
is more shareable. It’s easier for people to share on 
Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter, and to some degree 
LinkedIn. And once it’s shared, people are  more 
likely to look (and re-share). That will drive more 
people back to your site, increasing traffic, which 
increases search engine ranking.

IMPROVE SHAREABILITY

And speaking of relevant images, pages with high 
quality, original photos are better for your SEO 

rankings than stock images. Studies have shown that 
people know stock when they see it, and they ignore 

it. Not only will visitors stay on your web pages longer, 
you will stand out in search results. Need more 

reasons to say “no” to stock photos? Here are seven.

RELEVANCE & ORIGINALITY MATTER

Image files that are too big take too long to load – 
especially on mobile. Anything that loads slowly will 
negatively affect your Google ranking. Make sure 
your photographer or web designer formats your 
images specifically for the web.

BIGGER IS NOT BETTER

 

BONUS TIP
Even though infographics may seem passé or off-trend, people still love them. 

And take time to look at them. And share them.
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